SLoCaT 2017 Annual Meeting – Item 5 Next Steps

Item 5 - Next steps for SLoCaT

As indicated, the successes in raising the profile of sustainable transport in global policies on sustainable development and climate change is resulting a greater number of organizations, initiatives and events on sustainable transport. This is a welcome development for which SLoCaT and its members can take partly credit.   An example of this growing interest is a possible “Sustainable Mobility 4 All” initiative that could serve as an umbrella initiative for a wide range of sustainable transport organizations and initiatives. Likewise, the growing acceptance of the contribution of non-State actors to the action on climate change is changing the institutional landscape around the UNFCCC.

The growing number of organizational initiatives, including possibly SUM4ALL, as well as institutional changes around for example the UNFCCC, make it imperative that SLoCaT continues to reflect on its future role and structure.  SLoCaT has a solid track record which supports a continued active role in facilitating accelerated action on sustainable transport and it is logical, based on this, that SLoCaT will be an important party in determining future institutional arrangements on sustainable transport. 

At the same time SLoCaT is aware that institutional arrangements in any area, including those on sustainable transport, evolve that what works well and is appropriate in terms of organizational structure at a given point in time can be less suited as progress is being made in advocacy on sustainable transport.

It is suggested that SLoCaT continues taking a pro-active approach in discussing future global institutional arrangements on sustainable transport and the possible role that SLoCaT can play in these. Such discussion on the future of the SLoCaT partnership can benefit from the outcomes of the SLoCaT retreat in October 2016, which discussed the overall global institutional arrangements in support of accelerated action on sustainable transport and the possible future role of the SLoCaT partnership in an evolving institutional landscape. 

While SLoCaT will be represented mostly by its Secretariat in these discussions, several of the SLoCaT Board members are also party in the discussions through the organizations they represent.  It will be important to inform and consult SLoCaT members on a regular basis on relevant developments.  This can be aided by producing short notes on the current state of discussions and institutional options pursued by SLoCaT. Oversight of the discussions on institutional arrangements will be exercised by the SLoCaT Board.  Important changes in the activities of SLoCaT will be documented in the next draft of the ’17 – ’18 SLoCaT work plan that will be circulated to the SLoCaT members in March and May 2017.

Discussion in the Annual Meeting is expected to focus on:

a. SLoCaT and PPMC

The engagement of SLoCaT in the PPMC, through a partnership with Michelin Challenge Bibendum (MCB) has been effective in strengthening the outreach to the business sector and has helped SLoCaT greatly in strengthening its position as facilitator of the Transport Action Area under the Global Climate Action Agenda (now the Marrakech Partnership for Global Climate Action MP-GCA).  Working with MCB and the PPMC there is now, following COP22 in Marrakech also solid buy-in from the World Business Council for Sustainable Development for the Transport and Climate Action Agenda of SLoCaT and also a promising initial dialogue with the World Economic Forum. 

Altogether, PPMC continues to be instrumental in building/strengthening partnership with the private and business sector in support of accelerated action on Transport and Climate Change. This is important considering the developments around the MP-GCA under which increased emphasis is being placed on inclusive multi-stakeholder partnerships in support of action on climate change.

At the same time concerns have been expressed on lack of clarity on the relationship between SLoCaT and PPMC, in terms of communication and also in terms of oversight.

SLoCaT members are invited to give their views on this issue as input to the discussions on this topic by the SLoCaT Board on January 10th.


b. SLoCaT Engagement in Sustainable Mobility 4 All

In May 2016, the World Bank presented ideas for a common vision and narrative on sustainable transport, expressed through a set of goals and targets as well as a Global Tracking Framework that provides indicators to assess progress in the implementation of the to-be-agreed-upon goals and targets. To support the implementation of the Global Tracking Framework a Global Tracking Framework Consortium is being proposed. In addition, suggestions have also been made to establish a coalition “Sustainable Mobility for All (SUM4ALL)”, which till now has not been defined.

SLoCaT members as well as SLoCaT Secretariat, representing the SLoCaT Partnership, have taken part in events and consultations on especially the Common Vision and Narrative as well as the Global Tracking Framework. In addition, there have been some informal discussions on the concept of SUM4ALL.

Influenced by the discussions on a Global Tracking Framework the SLoCaT Secretariat has decided to scale down its plans for a Global Status Report on Sustainable Transport (as called for in the 2014 SLoCaT Results Framework) to avoid duplication.

Until there is an initial description of what a possible SUM4ALL coalition could be and how it would function it is difficult to assess what the impact could be on the role of SLoCaT and the activities of SLoCaT.

SLoCaT members are invited to give their views on:

· The value added of a transport sector wide SUM4ALL coalition
· Should a transport sector wide SUM4ALL coalition complement or replace existing coordination mechanisms
· The role that SLoCaT as a partnership should take in discussions on the development of SUM4ALL (taking into account that some, but not all, SLoCaT members are also taking part in the discussions on SUM4ALL)
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