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Valuing cycling and walking 

• Conventional co-
benefits 

– CO2 emissions 

– Congestion 

– Fuel Saving 

– Air pollution reduction 

– Reduced noise pollution 

– Road safety 

 

 

 

• Added value 

– Health 

– Productivity 

– Universal access 

– Children, women, elderly 

– Human right to mobility 

– Employment/Job creation 

– City competitiveness 

– Tourism 

– Land use 

 

 



Valuing the co-benefits 

 Economic benefits of cycling in 
EU-27  

2010 

Health €121 bn 

Congestion-easing € 24 bn 

Fuel savings €6 bn 

Reduced CO2 emission €3 bn 

Reduced air pollution € 1 bn 

Reduced noise pollution € 0.3 bn 

Industry € 62 bn 

Combined total € 217 bn 



Learn from Kolkata  

• In the developed world cycling is a choice 

• In the developing world it is a livelihood,  
health, access – it is life 

• Mobility is a human right  

• Changing perceptions: 

– Cyclists and walkers – Valuable, not vulnerable 

– Increasing cycling and walking is a positive choice 
for cities 

– Institutional support 

 



Actions 
• In principle 

– Cycle proofing: Cycling in all transport actions 

– Cycling as 10% of transport funding 

• In practice 

– Cycling and walking will not feature in NAMAs and 
other instruments without 

• Capacity building – cycling & walking institutions/NGOs 

• Co-benefits evaluated - e.g. WHO transport evaluation 

• Multi-modal approach – include mandatory cycling, 
walking, accessibility elements in major projects 



To find out more 

• ECF’s networks: 

– Velo-city conference series (Adelaide 2014, Nantes 
2015, Asian city 2016) 

– World Cycling Alliance (from 2014) 

– Scientists for Cycling (Global) 

– Cities for Cyclists (Global) 

– Industry supporters group (Global) 



THANK YOU 
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